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Abstract

A comparative study of the performance of different schemes used to solve one-dimensional gas flow equations when

applied to the computation of the frequency response of exhaust mufflers is presented. Simple but representative systems

with well-known acoustic behaviour were considered. Apart from the classical Lax–Wendroff and MacCormack schemes,

the total variation diminishing schemes, flux corrected transport techniques or the innovative space–time conservation

element and solution element method were considered. The results provide guidelines for a proper choice of the numerical

scheme, taking into account the mesh spacing.

r 2007 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
1. Introduction

The use of numerical tools for exhaust noise prediction has become a commonplace in industrial practice in
the last years [1]. Two main development lines can be distinguished: on one hand, the extension of the
capabilities of classical linear acoustic codes initially conceived for muffler performance prediction, so that
they may also include a suitable representation of the engine as a noise source; on the other hand, the
extension of the capabilities of time-domain one-dimensional unsteady flow simulations originally conceived
for engine performance prediction so that they may also include suitable representations for complex realistic
mufflers.

In the first case, the main problem comes from the use of linear time-invariant source models to represent an
intrinsically nonlinear and time-variant process, as it is the interaction between the cylinders and the exhaust
system. This is not a problem when computations in the time domain are used, since both nonlinearity and
time-variance are accommodated in a natural fashion. However, the limitations of time-domain models
appear mainly in issues related to the description of the silencers and the details of the flow at the open end. As
indicated above, these models derive, in general, from calculation programs initially conceived for flow
computations from the point of view of performance, to which an emission model has been added to permit
the estimation of exhaust noise. It has been shown [2] that usual emission models (monopole or piston)
produce a reasonable noise prediction, given that a suitable estimation of the flow fluctuation at the open end
ee front matter r 2007 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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is available, in most conditions, with the only exception of low engine speeds, where backflow into the tailpipe
may occur and the flow patterns downstream of the open end are likely to become extremely complex.
Therefore, it may be stated that the critical point lies in the estimation of the flow fluctuation at the open end
which, in short, is obtained from the solution of the one-dimensional unsteady non-homentropic mass,
momentum and energy equations. These governing equations, ignoring viscosity, form a non-homogeneous
hyperbolic system that can only be solved by means of numerical methods.

The accuracy of the solution obtained depends mainly on two factors: the numerical method chosen to solve
the flow equations throughout the ducts of the exhaust system, and the representativity of the boundary
conditions used to obtain the flow values at the endpoints of those ducts (most notably, at the open end). The
focus of this communication is precisely on the influence of the numerical method. First contributions found
in the literature [3] were based on different implementations of the method of characteristics but, being a first-
order method, its intrinsically dissipative character produces an undesired high-frequency filtering effect which
may be unimportant for performance studies, but clearly affects its suitability for noise prediction [4]. In this
sense, recent work is mainly oriented to the use of second-order techniques, which do not exhibit such
dissipative behaviour.

Regarding second-order techniques, Onorati et al. [5] compared finite elements methods (FEM) with finite
difference schemes, their results indicating the higher accuracy of the FEM, but also the greater computational
time required. In fact, the lower computational effort of finite difference schemes makes them suitable even for
long duration calculations, such as those involved in engine transient operation modelling [6], and thus the
study presented here is focused on such techniques. A summary of the different schemes considered, with
pertinent references, is given in Appendix A; now, only their application to noise prediction will be briefly
reviewed.

Different predictor–corrector methods have been proposed, such as that described in Ref. [7] or the
MacCormack scheme [8–10]. Also, the two-step Lax–Wendroff method has been applied to exhaust
noise prediction [8,10,11]. Selamet [12] proposed a finite difference scheme and presented its evaluation in
terms of frequency response. Finally, the relatively recent CE–SE method (‘‘conservation element–
solution element’’) was first applied to exhaust noise studies by Onorati [8]. In all the cases, the results
shown suggest that any filtering effects are much less important that those associated with the use
of the method of characteristics. In these methods, however, the management of the boundary conditions
at the duct endpoints is not straightforward and, in general, it is necessary to consider some approach
to the method of characteristics in the vicinity of the boundaries. In this way, the boundary conditions
are expressed in terms of the characteristics variables, with which they admit a relatively simple for-
mulation. The precise procedure used in this work was described in detail in Ref. [9] and summarized in
Appendix B.

An additional handicap of finite differences schemes is that they exhibit numerical dispersion, this is,
wave propagation velocity is a function of frequency, and this in turn produces spurious oscillations
in the vicinity of discontinuities in the variables defining the flow, the eventual effect of such oscillations
on the frequency spectrum being quite unpredictable. Different techniques have been developed with
the purpose of eliminating such unphysical oscillations, most notably the flow corrected transport (FCT)
and total variation diminishing (TVD) methods. Direct comparison of methods with respect to
numerical dispersion have been widely studied in the field of computational aeroacoustics [13,14],
but to the authors’ knowledge, these techniques have not been applied to noise studies in internal com-
bustion engine modelling and thus an assessment of the eventual influence of their use on frequency
results is missing. Only in the case of the scheme proposed by Selamet [12] such a study appears to be avail-
able [15].

In this paper a comparison between numerical schemes has been performed in order to determine their
performance from the point of view of frequency response evaluation. Simple but representative systems of
well-known acoustic behaviour (expansion chambers and Herschel-Quincke ducts) were considered. The
precise configurations considered are described in Section 2, together with the methodology followed to obtain
the corresponding transmission loss. The results obtained are described and discussed in Section 3, with special
emphasis on the trade-offs between quality of the results, computational time requirement and the mesh
spacing used. Finally, in Section 4 some conclusions are pointed out.
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2. Study definition and methodology

In order to check the performance of the different numerical schemes, two simple but representative
geometries with well-known acoustic behaviour were chosen: (i) expansion chambers, in which the influence of
the muffler volume and the effects associated with transmission and reflection at area discontinuities are
present, and (ii) Herschel-Quincke ducts, where phenomena related with wave interference between parallel
branches may be studied. Thus, these two geometries, represented in Fig. 1, allow for the study of the main
reactive attenuation mechanisms occurring in practical mufflers. The precise geometries used are described in
Table 1.

In the case of the expansion chambers, the aim was to guarantee an essentially longitudinal wave
propagation, and thus the length to diameter ratios were chosen so that a one-dimensional calculation such as
that performed was realistic for a sufficiently wide frequency range. In the case of the Herschel-Quincke ducts,
two parameters were modified: the total cross section (i.e. the addition of the cross sections of the two
branches) and the lengths of the branches. The total cross section was set to two different values: that
corresponding to the cross section of the duct upstream and downstream of the Herschel-Quincke duct
(corresponding to a diameter of 50mm) and to twice that value. With respect to the lengths, the ratio between
the lengths of the two branches has been kept constant and equal to 2, and the addition of both lengths has
been varied.

The numerical schemes tested were: (i) two centred schemes (two-step Lax–Wendroff and MacCormack
predictor–corrector; (ii) four high-resolution schemes: the FCT method (based on the Lax–Wendroff scheme),
two TVD schemes (one using Sweby’s flux limiting techniques and the other using Harten’s correction
techniques) and the CE–SE scheme. With this choice a representative set of currently used numerical schemes
is available that should provide a rather complete picture of the problem. Information on the details of these
schemes can be found, for instance, in Ref. [16], where an evaluation of their behaviour in the time-domain
was performed. Here, only a brief description with relevant references is given in Appendix A. In all the cases,
Fig. 1. Schemes of the geometries considered.

Table 1

Summary of geometries considered

Case Length 1 (mm) Diameter 1 (mm) Length 2 (mm) Diameter 2 (mm)

Chamber 1 450 154 – –

Chamber 2 300 154 – –

H-Q 1 450 36 900 36

H-Q 2 225 36 450 36

H-Q 3 450 36 900 62

H-Q 4 225 36 450 62
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Fig. 2. Sketch of the methodology used for transmission loss computation.
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four different mesh spacings (2, 5, 10 and 20mm) were used in order to analyse the sensitivity of the frequency
response obtained from the different methods and allow comparison of their performance.

The transmission loss has been chosen as a suitable magnitude representative of the frequency response of a
given muffler. It is defined in terms of a logarithmic ratio between the acoustic power incident on the muffler
and the acoustic power transmitted by the muffler. Assuming that the cross section of the ducts upstream and
downstream of the muffler are the same, the transmission loss reduces to the ratio between the amplitudes of
the incident and the transmitted waves. In order to compute this amplitude ratio, an impulsive excitation has
been assumed at the inlet of the upstream duct, and an anechoic termination has been considered at the outlet
of the downstream duct, so that a suitable reproduction of the experimental conditions used in the impulse
method [17] is achieved. A sketch of the calculation procedure is shown in Fig. 2.

The excitation chosen was as follows: an abrupt pressure rise up to 8.5 kPa (relative) in a very short time
interval (0.2ms), and then a pressure decrease back to ambient pressure after a relatively short time (17ms).
Such an excitation provides an essentially flat spectrum for the wave incident on the muffler, so that relevant
results may be obtained at all the frequencies of interest [17]. In addition, the excitation adopted does not
include any superimposed mean flow, and thus, only the mean flow related to the pressure pulse has been
considered. As it was reported in Ref. [17] the effects of this flow are similar to an equivalent mean flow.

As pointed out in the introduction, boundary conditions are handled by means of the variables associated
with the methods of characteristics, this is, the non-dimensional Riemann variables l and b and the non-
dimensional entropy level AA (the procedure that allows linking these variables at the duct boundaries with the
numerical schemes used in the ducts is summarized in Appendix B). Here, the boundary condition used at the
upstream duct inlet is given by:

l ¼ 2ðp=p0Þ
ðg�1Þ=2g

� 1,

b ¼ AA ¼ 1, (1)

where p is the pressure excitation, p0 is a reference pressure and g is the specific heat ratio. The second
condition forces that the flow at the duct inlet is defined by a simple progressive wave, which is related to the
assumed pressure excitation p by the first condition. The boundary condition corresponding to an anechoic
termination at the outlet of the downstream duct is simply

b ¼ AA. (2)

With these considerations, the transmitted amplitude may be obtained directly from the Fourier analysis of
the pressure computed downstream of the muffler, whereas the incident amplitude can be obtained assuming
that the pressure upstream of the muffler may be written as [18]

ðp=p0Þ
ðg�1Þ=2g

¼ ðpþ=p0Þ
ðg�1Þ=2g

þ ðp�=p0Þ
ðg�1Þ=2g

� 1. (3)

Here pþ and p� are wave components given by

pþ ¼ p0
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where a is the instantaneous speed of sound and u is the instantaneous particle velocity of the gas. Now, the
incident amplitude may be obtained from the Fourier analysis of pþ as given by Eq. (4).

3. Results and discussion

As commented before, muffler models are evaluated here in the context of a complete engine simulation
aiming at exhaust noise prediction. A wave action model (WAM) able to model whole engines has been used
but, in this work, only the components of the mufflers studied have been modelled. Computation time is thus a
relevant issue, even if computer times for the simulations performed in this work are rather small, and thus it
will be now briefly addressed, before passing on to the evaluation of the frequency behaviour.

As an arbitrary time unit, the time required by the WAM with the CE–SE method has been chosen. In Fig. 3
computation times for each method, averaged over all the geometries considered for a given mesh spacing, are
shown. Clearly, the Lax–Wendroff method (and the MacCormack method, which is virtually undistinguish-
able from the former and has not been plotted) is the faster one. High-resolution schemes are slower, as
expected, the CE–SE method being the fastest among these, but, even so, taking about double the time than
the simple centred schemes. The longest time corresponds to the TVD scheme with Harten flux correction.

The computation times in Fig. 3 are obtained as a result of the complexity of the codes used to solve the flow
through the ducts. Fig. 4 shows a comparison of the CPU steps for each method. In this case, only the
operations belonging to the method have been considered and the rest of operations (the resolution of the
boundary conditions, the heat transfer and the friction calculations, etc.) that are common in all cases have
been omitted. The FCT is a particular case, in the sense that the code includes an iterative process. For this
reason, the total CPU steps of this scheme are the result of a constant quantity plus a variable quantity
depending on the iterations needed to converge. In Fig. 4 only one iteration (in a different grey tone) has been
represented. Comparing all the methods, Fig. 4 shows similar trends as Fig. 3 but with bigger differences due
to the fact that the common calculations (i.e. boundary conditions, heat transfer, etc.) are not considered.

Of course, the mesh spacing has a paramount influence on computation time. In order to check the
sensitivity of the different methods tested to the mesh spacing, in Fig. 5 the same methods as in Fig. 3 are
considered, but now plotting the relative influence of this parameter on the computation time for each of the
schemes. Since it was checked that computation time scales approximately with the inverse of the square of
the mesh spacing, the magnitude chosen was the square root of the ratio of the computation time consumed
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Table 2

Numerical results

Numerical scheme CPU steps PPW Theoretical

computational cost

Lax–Wendroff 404 28 11312

CE–SE 1845 37 68265

FCT 1378+624 452 904904

TVDC 3494 41 143254

TVDL 3094 42 129948
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Fig. 4. Comparison of CPU steps for each calculation node.
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with a given spacing to that consumed with a reference spacing, which was taken arbitrarily to be 10mm. It is
apparent from Fig. 5 that the relative influence of mesh spacing is substantially the same for all the cases
considered, and thus combined analysis of Figs. 3 and 5 permits a precise assessment of the computational cost
of a given choice of scheme and mesh spacing.

A more practical result is to compare the computational effort required to achieve a certain accuracy. As an
example, the accuracy to reproduce the resonance frequency with the Herschel-Quincke tube H-Q 4 has been
compared. Considering a phase error lower than 0.2%, the points per wavelength (PPW) needed to reach that
accuracy are obtained from the results with different mesh sizes. Table 2 shows the comparison of the
theoretical computational effort for different schemes multiplying the CPU steps times the PPW. As it can be
observed in Table 2, the Lax–Wendroff scheme presents the lowest computational effort and CE–SE is the
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Fig. 6. Comparison of transmission loss computed with different schemes and mesh spacings in chamber 1: (a) mesh of 2mm, (b) mesh of

20mm. CE–SE (solid), FCT (dotted), Lax–Wendroff (dash–dot), TVD with flux correction (dash).
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best among high-resolution schemes. In addition, it is possible to state that flux corrected techniques are not
suitable for acoustic applications.

Focusing now on the influence of the numerical scheme and the mesh spacing on the results obtained for the
frequency response, in Fig. 6 the transmission loss of one of the expansion chambers as computed by different
numerical methods is shown as a function of the ratio of the frequency f to the speed of sound a. Results
depicted in Fig. 6(a) were obtained with a mesh spacing of 2mm, whereas for those plotted in Fig. 6(b) a mesh
spacing of 20mm was used. It is apparent that for the small mesh spacing all the methods provide substantially
the same result; only the FCT method, and only at frequencies above the cut-off frequency of the first
transversal mode (which corresponds to f =a�3:8m�1 for the geometry considered) presents some very small
differences.

However, for the large mesh spacing it is apparent that relatively important differences appear between the
different methods. The Lax–Wendroff and the CE–SE methods are not too sensitive to the mesh spacing,
producing acceptable results whose quality degrades progressively as frequency increases, but still with small
differences with respect to the small mesh spacing. However, both the FCT and the TVD with flux correction
(results for the other TVD scheme are very similar and have not been included for clarity) exhibit clear
deviations from the results shown in Fig. 6(a). In the case of the TVD scheme, it is apparent that the
transmission loss at the attenuation maxima becomes lower as frequency increases; on the contrary, for the
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Fig. 7. Comparison of transmission loss computed with different schemes and mesh spacings in H-Q 4: (a) Lax–Wendroff, (b) FCT.

Meshes: 2mm (solid), 5mm (dotted), 10mm (dash–dot), 20mm (dash).
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FCT method there is an increase in these attenuation maxima, and even a shift in the frequencies associated
with them and the pass-band troughs. This could impose a rather severe frequency limit for engine simulations
performed with those two schemes, which could only be overcome with a substantial increase in the
computation time.

The results obtained with the Herschel-Quincke tubes confirm the previous comments. As an example, in
Fig. 7 the influence of the mesh spacing on the transmission loss for the Lax–Wendroff and the FCT schemes
is shown for geometry H-Q 4 (see Table 1 for the dimensions). Again, results from the Lax–Wendroff method
are almost independent on mesh spacing, whereas the FCT method yields both a decrease in attenuation and a
shift to higher frequencies as the mesh spacing is increased.

Up to this point, no reference has been made to the quality of the results obtained in terms of the ability of
the methods to reproduce the expected behaviour of the configurations considered. In order to confirm this
last point, in Fig. 8 the transmission loss for all the configurations, computed with a mesh spacing of 2mm, is
shown in the case of the Lax–Wendroff scheme (as seen before, for this mesh spacing results would be the
same irrespective of the scheme chosen). In the case of the expansion chambers shown in Fig. 8(a), it is
apparent that passbands are located, as expected, at frequencies given by the well-known expression f =a ¼

n=ð2LÞ with n an integer and L the chamber length. The maximum values are also consistent with the expected
behaviour. The situation is the same for the Herschel-Quincke ducts shown in Fig. 8(b), where in all the cases
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Fig. 8. Comparison of transmission loss computed with the Lax–Wendroff scheme and a mesh spacing of 2mm: (a) expansion chambers:

chamber 1 (solid), chamber 2 (dotted); (b) Herschel-Quincke tubes: H-Q 1 (solid), H-Q 2 (dotted), H-Q 3 (dash–dot), H-Q 4 (dash).
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the attenuation spikes occur at frequencies given by sin kL1= sin kL2 ¼ S1=S2, where k is the wavenumber and
Li and Si are the length and cross section of the ith branch, respectively [19].
4. Conclusion

The performance of different numerical schemes, for the solution of the one-dimensional unsteady flow
equations, when applied to the computation of the frequency response of exhaust mufflers has been tested and
compared. In some cases, as the FCT scheme and the different implementations of the TVD concept, to the
authors’ knowledge such an evaluation had not been previously reported in the field of engine exhaust
modelling.

Simple geometries with well-known acoustic behaviour, and sufficiently representative of attenuation
mechanisms present in real mufflers, were chosen. A suitable methodology for the computation of the
transmission loss was devised, and the necessary boundary conditions were defined and implemented. The
study was focused on the quality of the results obtained, taking into account the sensitivity to the mesh spacing
used and the computational cost. Also the theoretical computational cost required to achieve a certain
accuracy has been analysed.
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In this sense, it has been shown that good results may be obtained from any method if the mesh spacing is
sufficiently small. However, when considering global engine simulations aiming at exhaust noise prediction,
such small meshes may imply an excessive computation time. This represents a serious penalty for high-
resolution schemes, which are considerably slower than simple centred schemes. In addition, these differences
in computational time are higher if a certain accuracy is required since high-resolution schemes need more
PPW.

The sensitivity of the different methods to the mesh spacing was then investigated, with the main conclusion
that both the two-step Lax–Wendroff method and the CE–SE method do not exhibit an important influence
of the mesh spacing, and thus relatively high values may be used without any loss of information. However,
the fact that the Lax–Wendroff method (and, in general, simple schemes) is considerably faster suggests that it
is a better option.

With respect to the other high-resolution schemes (FCT and TVD) they exhibit a considerable influence of
the mesh spacing on the frequency results; therefore, they should not be considered as a valid option for
exhaust noise prediction with global engine simulations, since the CE–SE method in comparably robust when
sharp discontinuities are present in the flow and, being less sensitive to mesh spacing, provides a better
compromise between the useful frequency range and the computation time required.
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Appendix A. Numerical schemes

The governing equations describing the one-dimensional non-homentropic gas flow, with the consideration
of friction, heat transfer and area change, form a non-homogenous hyperbolic system [20]:

qW
qt
þ

qF
qx
þ C1 þ C2 ¼ 0. (A.1)

This system, consisting of continuity, momentum and energy equations, is complemented by the equation of
state or real gases properties [21]. In Eq. (A.1), W is the solution vector, F is the flux vector, C is the source
term, making a distinction between the contribution of area (S) changes and that from friction and heat
transfer, x is the spatial dimension and t is the time dimension. The one-dimensional gas flow governing
equations are traditionally arranged in the vector form shown in Eq. (A.2):

W ¼

r

ru

re0

2
64

3
75; F ¼

ru

pþ ru2

ruh0

2
64

3
75; C1 ¼

ru

ru2

ruh0

2
64

3
75 1

S

dS

dx
; C2 ¼

0

rG

�rq

2
64

3
75, (A.2)

where, assuming perfect-gas behaviour, the stagnation internal energy and the stagnation enthalpy may be
written as e0 ¼ eþ u2=2 ¼ p=½ðg� 1Þr� þ u2=2 and h0 ¼ hþ u2=2 ¼ gp=½ðg� 1Þr� þ u2=2, respectively, where
cv and cp are the heat capacities at constant volume and constant pressure, respectively, g is the ratio g ¼ cp=cv

and T is the absolute temperature. G is the friction term and q is the heat transfer term.
Recently, Gascón and Corberán [22] proposed a more conservative arrangement. This compact vector form

includes the area in the solution vector and, as can be observed in Eqs. (A.3), the continuity equation and the
energy equation are independent of the cross-section variation, and the momentum equation has a more
compact form:

W ¼

rS

ruS

re0S

2
64

3
75; F ¼

ruS

Sðpþ ru2Þ

ruh0S

2
64

3
75; C1 ¼

0

�p
dS

dx
0

2
664

3
775; C2 ¼

0

rGS

�rqS

2
64

3
75. (A.3)

In the following paragraphs, the different numerical methods are briefly described.
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A.1. Lax– Wendroff method

The Lax–Wendroff method [23] is a centred second-order scheme in which the flow is approximated by the
Taylor expansion. In order to avoid problems related with the evaluation of the Jacobian matrix, Richtmayer
and Morton [24] proposed the so-called two-step Lax–Wendroff method, whose formulation for non-
homentropic flow is as follows:
(i)
 First step:
w
nþ1=2
jþ1=2 ¼ ðw

n
j þ wn

jþ1Þ=2� ðf
n
jþ1 � f n

j ÞDt=ð2DxÞ � ðcn
j þ cn

jþ1ÞDt=4. (A.4)
(ii)
 Second step:
wnþ1
j ¼ wn

j � ðf
nþ1=2
jþ1=2 � f

nþ1=2
j�1=2 ÞDt=Dx� ðc

nþ1=2
jþ1=2 þ c

nþ1=2
j�1=2 ÞDt=2, (A.5)

where subscripts refer to the mesh point and superscripts indicate the time step. Dt correspond to the time step
and Dx to the mesh size.
A.2. MacCormack method

The version used here is that proposed in Ref. [9] and may be summarized as follows:
(i)
 First step (predictor):
wnþ1
j ¼ wn

j � ðf
n
jþ1 � f n

j ÞDt=Dx� ðcn
j þ cn

jþ1ÞDt=2. (A.6)
(ii)
 Second step (corrector):
wnþ1
j ¼ ðwnþ1

j þ wn
j Þ=2� ðf

nþ1
j � f nþ1

j�1 ÞDt=ð2DxÞ � ðcnþ1
j þ cnþ1

j�1 ÞDt=4. (A.7)

The bar over the superscript in Eq. (A.6) indicates that this is the first approximation taken in the predictor
step, to be corrected in the second step. This notation is also used in Eq. (A.7) referred not only to the elements
of the state vector W, but also to the elements of the flux vector F and the source vector C.
A.3. Flux corrected transport (FCT)

These techniques were developed by Boris and Book [25] in order to avoid non-physical overshoots
produced by simple second-order schemes. As Niessner and Bulaty described later [26] these techniques consist
of three different steps: transport, diffusion and anti-diffusion. The transport step obtains a preliminary
solution at the next time step by means of a simple second-order scheme like Lax–Wendroff. Next, at the
diffusion step, these results are post-processed applying an artificial smoothing operation to eliminate the gas
property discontinuities. Finally, the anti-diffusion step recovers the second-order accuracy where diffusion is
not needed to eliminate non-physical overshoots and the original solution is smooth.

Applying these techniques directly to vector W would lead, if source terms are present, to a violation in the
conservation laws. For this reason, conservative parameters such as mass flow rate, stagnation enthalpy and
stagnation pressure, given in Eqs. (A.8), should be used in the smoothing process instead of the components of
vector W [27]:

_m ¼ ruS; h0 ¼
gRT

g� 1
þ

u2

2
; p0 ¼ p 1þ

g� 1

2

u2

gRT

� �g=ðg�1Þ
. (A.8)
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In this case, the non-physical overshoot can be eliminated and some of these techniques present TVD
behaviour, and at the same time, the conservation laws are upheld.

A.4. TVD flux corrected scheme

Harten [28] applied a non-oscillatory first-order accuracy scheme to an appropriately modified flux function
in order to obtain nonlinear schemes. These second-order schemes achieve a high-resolution while preserving
the robustness of the original non-oscillatory first-order accuracy scheme. Originally, these techniques were
conceived so as to obtain numerical approximation in weak solutions of the initial value problem for
hyperbolic systems of conservation laws without source term. Later, Corberán adapted these techniques to
non-homentropic flow based on formulation (A.3). This scheme can be written as

Wnþ1
j ¼Wn

j �
Dt

Dx
½ĜTVD2

jþ1=2 � ĜTVD2
j�1=2 � �

Dt

Dx
½Bj�1=2;j þ Bj;jþ1=2�. (A.9)

Here, B is a vector representing the integral of the source term. Second-order accuracy is obtained by using the
following flux:

ĜTVD2
jþ1=2 ¼

1
2
fFj þ Fjþ1 � Bj;jþ1=2 þ Bjþ1=2;jþ1 þ Pjþ1=2ðUj þUjþ1Þ

� Pjþ1=2hðDjþ1=2Þ½Qjþ1=2ðFjþ1 � Fj þ Bj;jþ1Þ þUjþ1 �Uj�g. ðA:10Þ

Here, function h is chosen so that the entropy condition is preserved. In this case U represents a second-order
accuracy flux, which only acts when the solution is smooth.

A.5. TVD flux limiters

TVD flux limiter schemes, proposed by Sweby [29], consist of a first-order flux combined with a limited second-
order flux. Davis [30] and Yee [31] also worked on these techniques approaching homentropic flow. In these flow
conditions, the Davis flux limiter technique can be obtained just by adding a viscous term to the second step of the
scheme proposed by Ritchmayer and Morton. This allows a substantial reduction in the computational time. The
definition of the solution difference ratios used by this scheme to determine if a shock exists does not work using
formulation (A.3); for this reason, Corberán adapted the Sweby flux limiter scheme to solve non-homentropic
problems, using matrices what can increase computational time. The scheme can be written as

Wnþ1
j ¼Wn

j �
Dt

Dx
½Ĝ

SW

jþ1=2 � Ĝ
SW

j�1=2� �
Dt

Dx
½Bj�1=2;j þ Bj;jþ1=2�. (A.11)

Here the second-order accuracy flux can be calculated by means of the expression

Ĝ
SW

jþ1=2 ¼
1
2fFj þ Fjþ1 � Bj;jþ1=2 þ Bjþ1=2;jþ1 � Pjþ1=2hðD

c
jþ1=2ÞQjþ1=2ðFjþ1 � Fj þ Bj;jþ1Þjg, (A.12)

where limiters are used to obtain the diagonal matrix hðD̄
c
jþ1=2Þ and avoid overshoot. These limiters depend on the

gradient relations, which allow shock detection. The gradient relations must also be re-defined in order to take into
account the source term effects. The rest of the scheme is similar to the original one. This adaptation uses
formulation (A.3).

A.6. Conservation element– solution element (CE– SE)

This scheme was proposed by Chang and To [32] for the homentropic problem and later adapted by Briz
and Giannattasio [33] in order to allow consideration of source terms (formulation (A.2) was used). In this
case, the numerical overshoot, typical of simple second-order schemes, is removed by replacing the simple
averaging formula initially used with a weighted averaging formula. The space–time plane is divided into
rhombic non-overlapping regions, referred to as solution elements (SE), centred at a mesh point, in which the
solution is approximated by first-order Taylor series as

wmðx; t; j; nÞ ¼ ðsmÞ
n
j þ ðamÞ

n
j ðx� xjÞ þ ðbmÞ

n
j ðt� tnÞ; m ¼ 1; 2; 3. (A.13)
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Additionally, the space–time plane is also divided into rectangular regions that fill the space–time domain
without overlap, called conservation elements (CE), in which the conservation laws are satisfied. In order to
advance a half-time step the coefficients of all Taylor series of the next SE’s must be calculated.
Appendix B. Management of boundary conditions

Previous work reported by Winterbone [34] indicates that the best solution is to try to use the same
boundary conditions as for the method of characteristics by means of the generation, from the results of the
finite-differences calculation, of auxiliary characteristic lines at the boundaries. This solution, as pointed out
by Onorati [4,8], has the advantage that physical insight into the flow at the boundaries is preserved.

Considering that the positive direction of the flow is from left to right, it is always possible to find a l line
that passes through the right end of the duct at time tþ Dt, whilst the value of b may be assumed to be, as a
first approximation, the same as at time t. In the same way, a b line can always be found that passes through
the left end of the duct if the flow is subsonic, and the corresponding l value is assumed as in the previous case.
When the flow is sonic or supersonic at the boundary, an artificial reduction to subsonic conditions is
performed, making use of the Rankine–Hugoniot relations. The values assumed in each case as a first
approximation are corrected by the equations of the boundary condition.

In the case of the path lines, distinction is required between outflow from the duct and inflow to the duct. If
there is outflow at the right end of the duct then it is possible to define a path line that passes through the right
end with a known value of the entropy level AA, and similarly in the case of outflow at the left end. In case that
there is inflow to the duct, the values obtained for the entropy level at the previous time step are assumed as a
temporary solution.

All values, both known and guessed, are calculated by spatial interpolation from the u, a and p values
computed for the previous time step. This interpolation should not be a simple linear interpolation between l,
b and AA values since consistency problems could arise due to the eventual presence of temperature
discontinuities [35], but between physical variables.

The interpolation procedure is similar to the bisection method. In Fig. B.1 the position diagram
corresponding to the right end of the duct is represented (the case of the left end is analogous). The end has
abscissa xn and the neighbouring mesh point has abscissa xn�1. The values of all the flow variables at time t are
known, in particular for xn�1 and xn, and the problem is to determine a l line (or equivalently a path line: for
our purposes, the only difference is the value of the slope) which passes through the end of the duct at time
tþ Dt. With the notation of Fig. B.1, this is equivalent to finding a point ðy; tÞ with y 2�xn�1;xn½ such that the
corresponding line contains the point ðxn; tþ DtÞ. This is afforded by constructing a sequence fykg whose limit
is point y. The first term of this sequence is taken to be the exact value for the homogeneous case, that is,

y1 ¼ xn�1 þ
xn � x0n�1
x0n � x0n�1

ðxn � xn�1Þ (B.1)
t

t

yxn-1 xn x'ny
1 y'1x'n-1

t+Δt

Fig. B.1. Connection with the boundary conditions: generation of a characteristic line at the end of a duct.
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and the subsequent terms are defined as

yk ¼ yk�1 þ
xn � x0n�1
x0n � x0n�1

xn � yk�1

2
; k41. (B.2)

Finally, one takes y ¼ limk!1yk but, in practice, this sequence converges very quickly and therefore it is only
necessary to compute a few terms in order to achieve a suitable value for y.

When the corresponding line has been properly defined, the usual characteristic equations are used in order
to determine the value of l (or the entropy level AA) at point (xn; tþ DtÞ, taking into account friction losses,
heat transmission and eventual area changes. At this point, the well-known boundary conditions for the
method of characteristics may be used, and from the results obtained for the unknown Riemann variables at
the end of the duct, the values of the physical variables and consequently those corresponding to the state
variables considered here, are readily computed, allowing the calculation to proceed.
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